
The Man Who Planted Trees
Across The Curriculum

People in Society

People and needs in society

How did Elzéard's tree planting
benefit the local economy?

Explore the benefits of tree
planting in cities.

Rules, rights and
responsibilities in society

What motivates people and organisations in
their approach to the environment: money,
publicity, votes, community benefits, prizes
and awards? What limits their ability to be
green?

Conflict and decision
making in society

Explore different
characters' points
of view

Jean

Charcoal burners

Elzéard Bouffier

Government Official

Member of Parliament

Timber merchants

Villagers

The politician claimed the
forest for the people of France

What difference does it make
whether the land is owned by
'the people' or by a nameless
landowner?

Science

Processes of life
Growth of acorns and seeds

Ageing and dying

Interaction of living things
with their environment

Pollenation

Trees and the hyrdological cycles

Growth and development and
life cycles.

Mammals, birds and insects

Elzéard planted a forest over a
long period of time. What
results would he have seen
after a day of planting? After a
year?

How can you tell how old a
tree is? How old a forest is?

"The oak trees Elzéard planted
in 1913 were now as tall as I
was." Different species grow at
different rates - How long
would it take different trees
to grow as tall as you?

The interdependence of living
things with the environment.

"The wind was helping the
forest to grow by spreading
seeds. Everything was working
together"

How do trees affect climate at
a local and a global level?

The conservation and care of
living things

Deforestation, reforestation,
good and bad examples of
planting.

Personal and Social
Development

Curriculum for Excellence

Other 5-14 subjects

People and Place

The human environment. the
physical environment and
human-physical interactions

Biodiversity

How did Elzéard's tree planting
benefit local people, plants
and wildlife?

Awareness of rights and
responsibilities in caring for
others and respecting cultural
and social diversity.

Sustainability

Unsustainable charcoal
burning, two wars and a fuel
crisis all threatened the
woodlands in Elzéard's area.

What opportunities and threats
are faced by Scotland's forests
and woodlands?

Recognising their role as young
citizens, aware of their
heritage and the need for
conservation of the
environment.

Environmental action

How does The Man Who
Planted Trees relate to us, to
you, to the school, to the local
community?

In Africa, The Man Who Planted Trees has
helped inspire Nobel prize winner
Wangari Matthai in a huge tree-planting
project. How does her story contrast with
activity in Scotland?

Map 1 of 4: Suggestions and Questions for Including
'The Man Who Planted Trees' in People and Place,
People and Society and Science.
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People in Society

Science

Personal and Social
Development

Self awareness

Have an appropriately positive
regard for self, and for others
and their needs

Health and happiness

Work and leisure

Self esteem
Take increasing responsibility
for their own lives

Fame or obscurity, success and
failure.  What motivates us?
How do we measure success?

Interpersonal relationships

Develop life skills to enable
them to participate effectively
and safely in society

Positive psychology -
Discovering your special
talent, finding a way to
practice that, every day, in
the service of others

Do a little change a lot

Independence and
interdependence

Identify, review and evaluate
the values they and society
hold and recognise that these
affect thoughts and actions

Personal responsibility

Dealing with setbacks,
developing a sense of
resilience

"What if" questions

What if Elzéard hadn't
bothered planting trees?

What if he had wanted
payment for his work?

What if he had been given a big award for it?

What if others had helped him?

What if he had waited to find out
who the land belonged to first?

Curriculum for
Excellence

Successful learners

Think creatively and
independently

Link and apply different kinds
of learning in new situations

Confident individuals

Pursue a healthy and active
lifestyle

Be self aware

Achieve success in different
areas of activity

Responsible citizens

Develop knowledge and
understanding of the world
and Scotland’s place in it

Understand different beliefs
and cultures

Evaluate environmental,
scientific and technological
issues

Develop informed, ethical
views of complex issues

Effective contributors

Work in partnership and teams

Take the initiative and lead

Apply critical thinking in new
contexts

Create and develop

Other 5-14 subjects

People in the PastWW1 and WW2

English Language

This isn't a true story. What is
the purpose of fiction?

Journals, chronicles and stories that span a
long time period.

Drama
Use The Man Who Planted Trees to examine and compare
the applications of puppetry, storytelling and acting

Art and Design

Use design elements of The Man Who Planted Trees to
inspire new creations in different media

Using materials, techniques,
skills and media

investigating and
visually recording

using media

using visual elements

Expressing feelings, ideas,
thoughts and solutions

creating and designing

communicating

Evaluating and appreciating

observing, reflecting,
describing and
responding

People and Place

Map 2 of 4: How 'The Man Who Planted Trees' fits with PSD,
other 5-14 Subjects and the Curriculum for Excellence
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Consider using 'The Man Who
Planted Trees' to launch or
re-energise activities or celebrate
successes as a Health Promoting
School or an Eco-School

Eco Schools

A fantastic programme to
encourage whole-school action
for the environment.

www.ecoschoolsscotland.org/

Health Promoting
Schools

With Healthyschools +, the Edinburgh and
Lothians Healthy Schools Scheme, you can link
activities in your school's physical environment
with other initiatives for wider impact.

www.healthpromotingschools.co.uk/

Trees, Cities,
The World!

Other Ideas for Local
Learning Activities or
Visits

Ideas, Seeds and Help
to Get you Planting

Woodlands Trust

Excellent educational
resources, free trees for
schools and the Nature
Detectives programme to
explore the connections
between trees, their wildlife
and wider environmental issues
such as climate change.

www.treeforall.org.uk/
JoinIn/AsASchool/

Free trees and seeds for
schools - choose from hedge or
copse pack.

www.woodland-trust.org.uk/hedge/

John Muir Award

Discover your local wild places in
a spirit of fun and adventure - and
win an award!

www.johnmuiraward.org/
award/index.html

Scottish Natural
Heritage, Wee
Green School Pack

Practical and cheap ways to encourage
wildlife in your school grounds.

www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/education/
schground/WeeGreenBook.pdf

Grounds for Learning

Information and resources to
promote positive play, learning
and growth in school grounds.

www.gflscotland.org.uk

Map 3 of 4: Suggested Organisations and Web Links for
Lessons and Activities Linked to 'The Man Who Planted Trees'
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Consider using 'The Man Who Planted
Trees' to launch or re-energise
activities or celebrate successes as a
Health Promoting School or an
Eco-School

Trees, Cities,
The World!

Learning for Sustainable
Cities, My school in the
future

A guided script to help your class
to imagine their ideal school and
school ground in the future.

www.dep.org.uk/scities/
structuredactivity.php?id=6

Scotland's Global Footprint

Upper primary and secondary
teaching materials to explore the
ways that schools can measure and
reduce their impact on the
environment, locally and globally

www.scotlandsfootprint.org/
schools/schools.php

Global Dimension, bringing
the world to the classroom

Encouragement for teachers to
weave global and environmental
awareness into lessons.

www.globaldimension.org.uk/
default.aspx?id=76&nav=1

The Forest Where We Live

Trees are a critical part of
social and eco-systems in
cities. Here are resources and
lesson ideas from an American
urban forestry partnership.

www.lpb.org/programs/
forest/benefits.html

Landscape and Human
Health Laboratory

A fascinating research
programme exploring the
connection between greenery
and human health.

www.lhhl.uiuc.edu/

Other Ideas for Local
Learning Activities or
Visits

Edinburgh Grid for Learning

Lesson plans for environmental
studies with references for local
school visits and other resources.

http://egfl.net/Teaching/side2.html

Soil Association

Information about organic farms in Scotland
that welcome school parties.

www.soilassociation.org/web/sa
/saweb.nsf/FarmsHome?OpenForm&Cat=Scotland

Children's Parliament

The Children's Parliament challenges the
notion that only the most confident and
articulate can understand or participate
in our society. It enables children from
all backgrounds and of all abilities to
work together to share experiences that
make active citizenship a reality.

www.childrensparliament.org.uk

Community Woodlands
Association

The Community Woodlands Association
link with many good examples of trees
and people working and growing
together.

www.community-woods.org.uk/

Reforesting Scotland
Tree indientification materials

www.reforestingscotland.org

Scottish Wildlife Trust

Wildlife Watch Leaders assist
with educational visits

www.swt.org.uk

Ideas, Seeds and Help to
Get you Planting

Map 4 of 4: Suggested Organisations and Web Links for
Lessons and Activities Linked to 'The Man Who Planted Trees'
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